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Vellore Faculty Care for the People of Troubled Orissa

 The Indian state of Orissa has experienced 
tension and violence along lines of religious identity 
for many years.  In 2008, thousands of Christians 
were forced out of their homes and into the forest or 
government-sponsored camps in an Indian version 
of “ethnic cleansing.”  The government prohibited 
entry to the area for outsiders, thus greatly limiting 
the possibility of assistance to the homeless from 
relief organizations.    
 Dr. Sam Chittaranjan, a Vellore CMC orthopedic 
surgeon, was among the many people around the 
world who were disturbed about the situation 
in Orissa.  After conversations with a group of 
Christians from Bangalore who had visited the area, 
he and other medical personnel were able to form a 
team to provide emergency services to the victims.  
CMC allowed committed members of its faculty to 
be involved and provided emergency supplies for the 
team to carry.   The non-governmental organization, 
Action Aid, provided a channel through which the 
team could gain access to the affected area.  After 

national security personnel arrived and stopped the worst forms of violence, the medical team was able 
to enter the area in December of 2008, some weeks after the riots.  Since they were the only medical 
resource available at the time, they treated a wide variety of conditions.  
 Anticipating May elections, government offi cials decided to close the refugee camps in March, 
triggering a second crisis as thousands of people were stranded with no place to live.  Return to their 
communities was not possible for most of them.  Dr. Chittaranjan and his team conducted a second 
round of camps during this period followed by two more visits in May and July.   As the urgent health 
needs diminished somewhat, the team turned its attention to long-range peacemaking goals.  They 
noted that the Christians in the area were fragmented and not working across denominational lines.  
Dr. Chittaranjan and his colleagues were able to catalyze a successful assembly of church leaders and to 
establish a liaison with Roman Catholic constituencies.  
 With the assistance of the Christian Institute of Management, founding documents have been 
drawn up for an ecumenical society for peace and reconstruction.  Dr. Chittaranjan anticipates further 
involvement in the situation, including more medical teams, since health care continues to be non-
existent for many people in the area.  Other organizations contributing to the medical intervention teams 
include Christian Fellowship Hospital, Oddanchatram; the Missionary Upholders’ Trust; Mooreshead 
Memorial Hospital, Udyagiri;  and, as noted above, Action Aid.

     CMC staff care for the displaced  Christians in refugee camp.
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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Vellore Christian Medical 
College Foundation, Inc., in response to the 
healing ministry of Christ and inspired by the 
legacy of Dr. Ida S. Scudder, is to provide a 
focus for excellence and integrity through the 
support of the wide range of programs of the 
Christian Medical College, Vellore, India. 

	 The Vellore CMC Board is in the process 
of changing its name to Vellore Christian Medical 
College Foundation. Deciding that this name 
better reflects the supportive character of their 
activity, Board members began this process of re-
naming last spring. With the new name comes a 
new strategy :

•	 Drive Effort to Maintain Excellence at CMC
•	 Promote Research at CMC in all areas 
•	 Honor Ida Scudder and her work	
•	 Ida Scudder Memorial Lectures 

	
	 To better facilitate the innovations, the 
Foundation will be experimenting with a new 
working relationship with CMC over the next 
year. The Board of Directors of the Foundation 
has commissioned its President, Lou Knowles, to 
live and work on the Vellore campus of CMC from 
September through June of next year. Dr. Knowles’ 
presence in Vellore is made possible through the 
generous and far-sighted leadership of the CMC 
Director, Dr. Suranjan Bhattacharji, and the 
other members of the Directorate and Executive 
Committee. During his stay, Dr. Knowles will be 
working closely with the Director and the staff 
of the Development and Public Relations offices. 
He will be initiating a conversation with CMC 
leaders on the important role that can be played 
by a foundation, located in Vellore, tapping the 
growing wealth of India and coordinating support 
efforts around the world. He will also be exploring 
ways that the activity of the Foundation in India 
can be sustained beyond his time in residence.  
	 The Foundation board hopes that this re-
orientation of our staffing will help in achieving 

important goals at CMC, particularly the endowing 
of research chairs throughout the institution. 
CMC is poised to become one of the great centers 
of medical research in the developing world if 
faculty time can be freed up for scientific activity. 
Leaders of Indian and international institutions 
and corporations can see the important role CMC 
can play in addressing the great health challenges 
of the developing world. But they can see it 
only if they are asked to see it. The first rule of 
institutional development is that if you want people 
to help, you must ask them; and you must ask them 
with clarity and conviction. This we intend to do.  
	 Interest and support for this strategy from 
our friends in the US is essential to our success. The 
members of the Foundation board are struggling to 
make the most efficient use of your contributions. 
Moving a significant part of our activity to India 
is generating major savings in operating expense, 
allowing us to downsize in New York. You can 
be sure that your gifts will be used to maximize 
their effect in terms of building the future of CMC. 
	 You can stay in touch with Lou and receive 
regular reports in a number of ways. His diary 
will be posted regularly on www.vellorecmc.
org. Look for him on Facebook (search with 
e-mail address louknowles47@hotmail.com) 
and twitter (louknowles). You can expect regular 
e-mail communication as well. Send your e-mail 
to louknowles@vellorecmc.org. Dial 011-91-979-
173-1602 for phone contact or text. The New York 
office will be staying open under the day-to-
day management of Melanie Squillante. You can 
continue to reach her at 800-875-6370 or mgs@
vellorecmc.org. 

New Name, New Strategy
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CMC and University of California, Irvine faculty 
work together to � ght Dengue Fever

 Dengue Fever is a 
mosquito-born scourge 
found throughout the 
tropics.  According to 
the WHO (The World 
Health Organization), 
there may be as many 
as 50 million cases a 
year, worldwide.  It is a 
miserable illness that 
causes  severe pain in 
head, eyes and bones as 
well as joints, which 

explains its common name of “break-bone fever.”  
In cases where the condition is not diagnosed and 
treated promptly, Dengue can be fatal. Cases occur 
in Vellore as well as in many other areas of India.  
There is no vaccine for Dengue and research funds 
are not as readily available as with other better-
known diseases.    
 Dr. Asha Mary Abraham (above right) of 
CMC is hot on the trail of a good diagnostic test for 
Dengue Fever.    Taking advantage of a Vellore CMC 
Foundation-funded Senior Training Fellowship, 
Dr. Abraham spent three months earlier this 
year pursuing her quest in the laboratories of the 
University of California at Irvine.  Dr. Philip Felgner 
(above left), a UCI faculty member, is developing 
diagnostic technology based on “proteomics.” In 
this technique, proteins are spotted on slides (or 
“chips”) and reacted with patients’ sera. Depending 
on what antibodies are present in the sera, there 
is binding to the proteins on the chips which is 
visualised using computer softaware. 
 Dr. Abraham has focused her work on 
adapting this technology to address the diagnosis 
of early Dengue Fever.  She sees three important 
benefi ts that will grow out of this research:

1.  A “robust” and inexpensive diagnostic test for 
Dengue that can be made available throughout 
India and elsewhere to identify the disease quickly 
and accurately, leading to better treatment and 
fewer deaths.
2. Widespread use of proteomic-based tests can 
help identify the specifi c strains of Dengue virus 
manifesting themselves in different areas.  This in 

turn can help with designing a vaccine that would 
help prevent infection.
3. Proteomics can help in the development 
of “monoclonal antibodies,” to be used in 
treatment to reduce the severity of the illness.     
 Dr. Abraham is working on standardization 
of the testing process for dengue.  To do this, she 
needs to gather blood samples from a large number 
of people affected by the disease.  She will be 
seeking support for her continued research from 
both Indian and US sources.  
 Dr. Abraham’s work at UCI grew out of 
conversations facilitated by Dr. George K. Chandy, 
a faculty member at UCI and a CMC alumnus, and 
encouraged during a 2008 visit to the UCI campus 
by Dr. Suranjan Bhattacharji and Dr. Louis 
Knowles.  

CMC Faculty Advance their Skills at the 
University of Kansas

Through the generosity of Dr. Mani Mani 
and Mrs. Rebekah Mani, CMC Vellore and the 
University of Kansas have a thriving exchange 
program involving both students and faculty.  
CMC faculty who train at KU are known as Modale 
Fellows.  For the current fall term, Ms. Deepa 
Ramesh, CMC faculty for Occupational Therapy 
and Dr. Thomas Ram, faculty in Radiation 
Oncology, have settled in for a semester of advanced 
training at KU.  Both are taking courses in Clinical 
Research and Evidence-Based Practice.  
 Ms. Ramesh is paired with Dr. Winnie 
Dunn, Chair of the KU Occupational Therapy 
Department, who is an internationally recognized 
expert on translating basic research fi ndings on 
sensory integration into usable information for 
both therapists and patients with neurological 
impairments.   
 Dr. Ram is receiving advance training on a 
sophisticated piece of research equipment that will 
soon be available at CMC.  His goal is to determine 
which genes change in expression patterns with 
different radiation oncology procedures.   
 In October, Mr. Andrew Babu, from the 
Department of Physical Therapy, will arrive in 
Kansas City.  He will be focusing on teaching skills 
and will observe in many courses in PT and related 
fi elds.   
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Memorial and Honorarium  July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009
We thank our friends who gave gi� s in memory or in honor of family and friends in recognition of their lives and works. � e contributions for support of 
CMC Vellore are living memorials enabling student education and quality health care to those in need.

In Memoriam
Frances E. Scherer
 James A. Scherer
Dr. Paul I. Ahmed
 Dr. Nancy E. Ahmed
Dr. Anita Singh Amaranthath
 Dr. Anita Amaranath
Lucy & Tom Ansalone
 Philip Ansalone
Tommy Ansalone
 Philip Ansalone
 Oladiwura Okesola
Martha Artopoeus 
 Rev. Otto F. Artopoeus
Irving T. Basi., Sr.
 Mrs. Jane  S. Basil
Margaret Crane Bean
 Mrs. Kathryn Katcham
W. B. Rogers Beasley
 Mrs. Marion G. Beasley
 Mr. Rogers Beasley
Jo Berens
 Ms. Myra Isenga Barkel
 Mr. H. J. Thomas
Indira Bhattacharya
 Seshadri Bhattacharya
Dr. Bimal &  Dr. Roy
 Ms. Binata Bose
Edith Ruth Brown
 Rev. Robert L. S. Brown
 Richard & Virginia Shepler
Barbara Carlisle
 Ms. Robert a Schmidt
Boots Brunson
 Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
Ineke Carman
 Ms. Tamara S. Lanaghan
Naomi Carman
 Mr.  &  Mrs.  R. B.  Hull, Jr.
 Tim & Betty Wininger
Paul Carman
 Philip Ansalone
A. J.  & Sosamma Chacko
 Rachel & Kunju Zachariah
Robert  H. Chappell
 Mrs. Billie Chappell
Sam Charles
 Dr. Ellen Charles
John & Annammal Chelliah
 Mrs. Packia Bai Josiah
Bernadine DeValois
 John & Margaret Van Anrooy
P. Devanbu
 Premkumar Devanbu
George E. Doran
 Mrs. Ruth Doran
Rev. &  Mrs. Theodore 
Essebaggers
 Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Morris
Anna B. Folkemer
 Rev. &  Mrs. Lawrence D.
   Folkemer
Betty Gale
 Mr. Horance E. Gale
Herbert & Zola Gale
 Dr. Michael Gass
 Drs. Eric & Patrica Gass
Nihar R. Ghosh
 Dr. & Mrs. Swapan Ghosh
Barbara Griffi ths
 Research Foundation for Plastic 
   Surgery
Allan Gulker
 Mrs. Alice Gulker
Murray Kennedy Hawkns
 Dr. Meredith Hawkins

James Hendrix
 Dr. Margaret Brand
Surjit Hermon
 Frank & Johanna Berman
 Preeti & Umesh Bhatia
 Community Foundation Great  
    River Bend 
 Neil & Julie Cooperrider
 Mr. Norman Deets
 Dr. Manorama Sarma Hermon
 Paul & Kerri Jakubczak
 Margaret & Surendra Kumar
 Alexander & Valsa Kuruvila
 Joseph & Mary Martin
 John & Ester Prabhakar
 Sandy Skrogstad
 Dr. Annie Venugopal
Norman & Eleanor Heym
 Mr. & Mrs. David R. Heym
Margaret Hilgartner
 Carol & Howard Winet
Carol Jameson
 Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Banks
 Mr. & Mrs. Don Buswell
 Ms. Joyce Dunham
 Mr. Charles B. Jameson
 Dr. Frank Gard Jameson
 Ms. Mary Gard Jameson
 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Key
 Mr. Larry Wangberg
P. D. John
 Ms. Susan Varghese
Alice & Park Johnson
 Mr. Peter Johnson
R. Park Johnson
 Mr. Thomas H. McGuire
Paul & Sarah Johnson
 Dr. & Mrs. Robert Carman
John B.  Ketcham
 Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
 Mrs. Mary Russell
John & Lois Ketcham
 Robert & Luann Ketcham
Gertruth Kettner
 Miss Hermina Meyer
Pauline King
 Mrs. Jean F. Gadd
 Rev. & Mrs. George S. Spink
Werner Kohlmeyer
 Mrs. Irene Kohlmeyer
Steve Kolumban
 Mrs. Barbara K. Schmitthenner
Lillian Gordon
 Mrs. Oladiwura Okesola
Malcolm Macfarlane
 Elizabeth & Tal Bosin
 Dr. & Mrs. Robert Carman
 George & Margaret Holden
 Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Hull, Jr.
 Don & Rita Lichtenberg
 David & Phyllis Little
 Mrs. Eleanor Macfarlane
 Dan W. & C. Miller
 Marilyn A. Minor
 Kenneth & Catherine Ratcliff
 Carl & Virginia Smith
 Victor & Nancy Viola
 Erika Walker
 Ruth Weber
 Tim & Betty Wininger
Mr. Ian Basil Medford
 Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
Mr. Choudharie
 Sarla & Daniel Gnanamuthu
Ruth Myers
 Rev. & Mrs. John L. Strube
K. C. Ninan

 Mrs. Mary Ninan
J. Radhakrishan
 V. S. Moni
Hanumantha Rae
 Dr. Butchi Paidpaty
Malathi Raj
 Dr. Kamalini Das
Alice & Richard Rajaratnam
 Mr. Clement R. Prabakaran
David S. Reed
 Mr. Philip S. Brown
 Ms. Mary Chang
 Joseph F. &  Joan V. Crowe
 J. Pierre & Joan V. Crowe
 S. G. House
 Wayne & Emily Jostrand
 Gay Mahder
 Mrs. David S. Reed
 Alan & Barbara Rozinsky
 The Saturday Morning Club
 Thomas & Claire Wills
 Mrs. Judith Reed
 Mr. Frederick Pardee
Joseph Robinson
 Mrs. Edwina A. Scudder-Youth
William E. Rowe
  Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
 Parvin Saidi
 Carol & Howard Winet
Charles P. Scudder, Jr.
 Mr. Robert H. Scudder
Dana & Muriel Scudder
 Mr. Gordon & Cynthia Sherman
Galen & Maude Scudder
 Mrs. Norma Christopher
Herbert  F. Scudder
 Geoffrey Dominico
 Mrs. Gail Kelleher
 Richard & Layla Lord
 Niccoli Bros., Oil, Inc.
 Paul Ockers
 Nelson Powers, Sr. & Jr.
 Marjorie & Richar Scudder
 Joseph & Maureen Wilkinson
Ida B. Scudder
 Dr. Robert Fish
 Mr. Jacob Immanuel
Ida B. & S. Scudder
 Mrs. Diana S. Briner
Ida S.  Scudder
 Mary Chang
 Mrs. Barbara  P. Condict
 Ms. Louise Crawford
 Mrs. Caroline Mertens Hass
Mary E. Scudder
 Mrs. Jean Carlson
Judith Gass Shearer
 Drs. Eric & Patricia Gass
Marie Sibilla
 Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
Harriet Siegrist
 Mrs. Margaret S. Dell
Ms. Ruth Sigmon
 Vick & Dorothy Williams
Doris Smith
 Mrs. Kathryn Ketcham
Daisy Stevens
 Ms. Ruth Stevens
John P. Stevens
 Mr. & Mrs. John Stevens
All my Teachers
 Dr. Bibhuti B. Mishra
Dr. Haragopal Thadepali
 Mrs.  Carmen D. Thadepalli
Dr. E. W. Thomas
 Mr. Kenneth G. Van Tine
K. G. Thomas

 Dr. Mercy Kuriyan
Wells & Beth (Scudder) Thoms
 Dr. & Mrs. Norman Thoms
M. K. Venugopal
 Dr. Chandrasekar Venugopal
C. Vidivelu
 Dr. Nalini Vadivelu
Donald Waltron
 Mrs. Kathryn Kethcham

In Honor Of 
K. Varkey Abraham
 Mr. Michael Abraham
Robert Charles Block
 Rev. Russel & Dr. Nancy Block
June Brady
 Mr. John M. Hyde
John & Ann Carman
 Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Tegenfeldt
Robert  & Lucile Carman
 Mrs. Barbara A. Palson
George & Rachel Cherian
 Sanjay Cherian
College of Nursing
 Sam & Jean Martin
Mildred Cool
 Rev. Otto F.  Artopoeus
Dr. Devanesan
 Dr. Ahtar Yusufji
Nancy & Kamala Dunham
 Ms. Joyce Dunham
Charlotte C. Foote
 Mr. & Mrs. John D. Foote
J. Reid Graham
 Mr. & Mrs. James H. Silver
My Grandmothers

 Ms. Kim Patch
Gordon & Julie Imlay
 Vick & Dorothy Williams
Lyn John
 Mr. Richard Slater
Prakash John
 Mr. Richard Slater
Carolyn McFarland
 Vick & Dorothy Williams
Our Mothers
 Laurence & Mary  Simons
    Carpenter
Benjamin Pulimood
 Mr. & Mrs. Suvie Kovoor
Jean Putnam
 Ms. Charlotte C. Foote
Dr. & Mrs. Carl C. Rasche
 Mrs. Ellen R. Pecoul
Otis Rhen Schmidt
 Ms. Patricia L. Geadelmann
The Palliative Care Team  at CMC
 Dr. Barbara Anderson
Valborg Tollefsrud
 Ms. Kathryn A. Tuma
Ben & Viji Venkatesan
 Dr. E. Arun Venkatesan
Dorothy Williams
 Thomas H. & Mary Locke 
    Crofts
 Ms.  Kathleen Sakai
Vick Williamws
 Mrs. Dorothy  R. Williams
Vick & Dorothy Williams
 Ms. Cindy A. Fuqua
 Ms. Otis Rhea Schmidt

||

Below, Avery Atkinson at her third grade’s wax 
museum fund-raiser last spring. Avery, dressed 
as Dr. Ida Scudder, stood in a booth she set up. 
When visitors walked by and placed a coin in her 
cup, she gave a 2 minute presentati on on the 
life of Dr. Scudder.  Virtually no one knew of this 
amazing woman and all were fascinated by Dr. 
Ida’s accomplishments.


